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It is mandatory that that all peer-reviewed articles reporting the results of research funded by the
National Institutes of Health (NIH) be made publicly accessible on PubMed Central (PMC) —
available at http://www.pubmedcentral.nih.gov/ — within 12 months of publication.

All NIH applications, proposals, and progress reports are required to include the PMC reference
number (PMCID) when citing an article that falls under the public access policy if it was either
(a) authored or co-authored by the investigator or (b) published under the investigator’s grant.
Principal investigators are responsible for making sure all terms and conditions of awards are met.
This includes the submission of all articles that arise from their research to PMC, even if they are
not an author or co-author of the publication.

How does this affect me?

No action is

Is your research needed

funded by the

NIH? <
Yes — Read on

The public access policy applies to articles accepted for publication on or after April 7, 2008, if the
articles are based on research where at least one of the following conditions is true:

e Directly funded by an NIH grant or cooperative agreement active in Fiscal Year 2008
(October 1, 2007 — September 30, 2008) or beyond

e Directly funded by a contract signed on or after April 7, 2008

e Directly funded by the NIH Intramural Program

e Investigator’s salary is funded by the NIH

The public access policy only affects research and review articles published in periodicals. Book
chapters, conference papers, editorials, etc. are excluded from the policy.
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How do | know if the journal will submit the article for me?

A list of journals that have committed to submit the published articles on behalf of their authors is
available at http://publicaccess.nih.gov/submit_process_journals.htm. If you publish in one of these

journals, you do not have to submit the article yourself unless the journal fails to meet all the
submission requirements.

Journals that do not have an agreement with PMC will still sometimes submit the article for the
author. However, it will be the final peer-reviewed manuscript and not the published article that will
be deposited. In this case, the corresponding author will be contacted by the NIH to log on to the
NIH Manuscript Submission System to review and approve the release of the article to PMC.

What if the journal will not submit my article for me?
You are responsible for:

1. Informing the journal that your article is subject to the NIH Public Access Policy

2. Making sure that any copyright transfer or other publication agreements you make with the
journal allow the article to be submitted to PMC

3. Submitting your article to PMC and making it available to the public within 12 months of
publication.
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What if I don’t want to submit the article myself?

You may ask someone else to act as a third-party submitter, but the lead author will still need to
approve the release of the submitted manuscript.

How do | submit an article to PubMed Central?

You must sign on to the NIH Manuscript Submission System (http://www.nihms.nih.gov/) and
deposit the manuscript files into the system. After you indicate the NIH award(s) to which the
article is related, your deposited files will be converted into a standard PMC format, and you will be
emailed to review the newly formatted article and approve its release.

What do | need to do with the PMICD?

You are required to include the PMCID each time you cite your NIH-funded articles in NIH
applications, proposals, or progress reports. List the PMCID at the end of the journal citation for the
article. If the PMCID is not yet available, use the NIH Manuscript Submission System reference
number (NIHMS ID) instead. The NIHMS ID is a temporary number assigned to an article when it
is first submitted to the NIHMS System.

Example, before PMCID is available:
Cerrato, A., et al., Genetic interactions between Drosophila melanogaster menin and
Jun/Fos. Dev Biol. 2006 Oct 1; 298(1): 59-70. NIHMSID: NIHMS44135

The same article, once the PMCID is available:
Cerrato, A, et al., Genetic interactions between Drosophila melanogaster menin and
Jun/Fos. Dev Biol. 2006 Oct 1; 298(1): 59-70. PMCID: PMC2291284

For more information:

NIH Public Access Policy Guide on the UT Southwestern Library Web Site:
http://www4.utsouthwestern.edu/library/guides/nih/nih.cfm

NIHMS System Slide Show Help:
http://www.nihms.nih.gov/help/#slideshow

NIH Public Access Policy Frequently Asked Questions:

http://publicaccess.nih.gov/FAQ.htm
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