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CONVERTING PMIDS TO PMCIDS 

 

 The National Institutes of Health (NIH) now requires researchers to cite the PubMed Central 

(http://www.pubmedcentral.nih.gov/) reference numbers (PMCIDs) of any articles they authored 

or that came out of their NIH funds in all paperwork submitted to the NIH. The PMCID is 

assigned to an article when it is successfully submitted to PubMed Central. This is a different 

number than the PubMed reference number (PMID), which is assigned to articles when they are 

indexed in PubMed (http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/). If you know the PMID of an 

article, you can use a batch converter to find out the PMCID. 

 

Step 1: If you do not already know the PMIDs for your articles, search for the articles on 

PubMed. If you know the PMIDs, skip to Step 4.  

 

Step 2: In PubMed, check the boxes beside the articles you want.  

 

Step 3: Send the articles you selected to the Clipboard (see graphic below). 

 

 
 

 

Step 4: Go to the converter at http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/sites/pmctopmid.   

 

Step 5: Either type the PMIDs into the box or click “Get IDs from PubMed Clipboard” (see 

graphic below). 

 

 

http://www.pubmedcentral.nih.gov/
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/sites/pmctopmid
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Step 6: Click Convert at the bottom of the page. If the PMCID number has not been assigned to 

an article yet, you will see “No match” listed (see graphic below). 

 

 
 

If you have any questions about this process or the NIH Public Access Policy, please contact 

Tracey Minzenmayer at 214.648.9173 or tracey.minzenmayer@utsouthwestern.edu. 
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